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The invitation gave me the opportunity to once again appreciate the high quality of the works selected and the themes dealt with in the varions Japanese architecture facnlties. It was very interesting to observe how the themses of study have
changed over the last four editions of the award in which I participated as a special judge and to compare them with those that recur in Italian schools.

12 seems to me that even in Japanese schools there is a growing interest in disused buildings and the so-called territorial relics, those places that have deteriorated due to careless use of the land and neglect of landscape maintenance, both
rural and nrban.

Perhaps the term that can effectively describe an attitude of care and attention towards these problematic cases is nostalgia. Nostalgia for the way places were once carelessly exploited and then abandoned or destined to be
abandoned. But nostalgia can go beyond commiseration and, as the overall award finalists, become a positive sentiment capable of able to take the mind and heart beyond the impasse, break through the dead end and offer
a vision of what buildings and landscapes could become.

We live in an era that manifests a high regard for history and traditions, an era that looks backwards and considers the past to address the present. Knowing history and stories is an indispensable tool for the architect. It always has
been, even when peaple wanted to pretend it was not useful for the 'new" architecture. Travelling through time with the sensitivity of discerning the reasons behind things and interpreting them with discernment is an essential prerogative of
cultured architecture in every corner of the planet.

The ultimate sense that these works convey is that communities and the ferritories they inhabit can never be interpreted according to a single, fixed reading. Indeed, identities possess multiple facets and excperience constant mutations,
overlapping and supplanting each other; they follow events and derive enrichment and adaptability from them.

In the schools of architecture and architectural culture in general in recent years, we can clearly see an evolutionary interpretation of the concept of the identity of places, far from the fixity seasoned with integrity and purity
(which is, moreover, false and indemonstrable) that is the prerogative of the boorish conservatism that has taken over public opinion and now conditions onr lives in so many aspects of daily life.

Asserting instead that the identities of territories are multiple and that thronghont history they have adapted to changing circumstances, is not tantamount to denying the very concept of identity but to making it prolific, to rescuing it
from the sterilisation of iy identical In all these projects, one can see the demand for awareness of the origins and reasons for the constructions (in technigue as well as form) in the different regions of the conntry.
Taking care of the landscape of the third millenninm means carefully observing the state of places at the end of sixty years of land transformations. We can try to consider the landscape as a theatre scene in which we have been and still
are, at the same time, actors and spectators of its continnons metamorphosis. In the present and future history of the cities and the countryside, we can consider that the period of great ferment and transformation following the end of
Waorld War 11 can now alternate with a period of relative calm in which man is mainly dedicated to the maintenance of what exists and the mending of what is ripped and torn.

Thus, if in the recent past we have been extremely diligent actors, the time has now come to matke onrselves conscions spectators of the state of things and to consider the need to face a period of extraordinary maintenance, of great revision
of our battered landscape, both rural and nrban, trying to identify ourselves not only in the part of the inbabitants, actors and spectators at the same time of the nrban scene in transformation, but also in the part of those who observe
cities only in passing and for a limited time, simple spectators of the same scene.

Travelling in geography as well as in history, getting to know other places than onr usual ones and looking at them with the eyes of an outsider. This, too, has always been a prerogative of the architect's culture, as it teaches us to look
better at onr usual places, to understand them with greater acumen and a more critical spirit of observation. It leads us to discover how extraordinary some things are that in everyday life unconscionsly appear ordinary to us.

Finally, this is what I feel I can suggest to young Japanese architects, as to Italians or anywhere else in the world: it is necessary to take care of a piece of land, to observe it, to know it, to maintain it. There is no doubt that the studies
applied to a small area are mainly addressed to a circumscribed andience within a territorial community, but the sum of the attention paid to circumscribed subjects can determine a decisive step towards the redemption of an entire
landscape. This care can save us from its dissipation. The project is part of the cure.

L am very grateful to the organisers of this edition of the Chiba Architecture Prize and in particular to the architect Noribide Terakawa to whom I have a very long friendship and a mutual relationship of esteem.

BRI B8 : Translated by Fujio Yamz(gz'dzz]
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| mercati sono una caratteristica delle citta giapponesi, quasi sempre organizzati secondo una distribuzione lineare di piccoli
spazi di vendita. Il progetto di ristrutturazione del Tanga Market a Kitakyushu, propone una rivoluzione tipologica e formale,
trasformando la distribuzione in un labirinto in cui si alternano passaggi, spazi di vendita e spazi di sosta con scorci verso il canale.
Quello che era una sequenza di retri trasandati e brutti, diventa un prospetto urbano di grande ricchezza e naturalezza di forme.

Markets are a characteristic feature of Japanese cities, almost always organised according to a linear distribution of small retail
spaces. The renovation project of the Tanga Market in Kitakyushu proposes a typological and formal revolution, transforming the
distribution into a labyrinth in which passages, sales spaces and rest areas alternate with glimpses towards the canal. What was
once a sequence of unkempt and ugly retros becomes an urban prospect of great richness and naturalness of form.
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Il progetto parte da considerazioni etiche per definire un atteggiamento estetico. Il terzo luogo per la terza eta di uomini e cavalli
si apre come un teatro al passaggio dei treni. Gli edifici costituiscono la scena, I area per la sgambatura ¢ il palcoscenico.
| passeggeri sono gli spettatori in movimento di uno spettacolo che improvvisamente si apre nel mezzo di una sequenza di spazi
urbani incerti e trascurati.

The project starts from ethical considerations to define an aesthetic attitude. The third place for the third age of men and horses
opens up like a theatre as the trains pass by. The buildings form the scene, the stepping area is the stage. The passengers are the
moving spectators of a show that suddenly opens in the middle of a sequence of uncertain and neglected urban spaces.
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Yoshitaka GAMOU
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® Tel : 043-225-7881
REORKSEBETOTERADR
EROMF. =813 BARERHS
DRE . SERERABBEAMOEE
& HES R BAT RS
BIDRER.

() FRRRELEBAHS
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Competition for the new Siena stadium.

Competition for the south-east coast in Bari

Competition for Liberta sg. in Cesena

= . - —

Free access to the beach and bathing facilities in
Monopoli

Plaza Bicentenario in Tlaxcoaque area in Mexico City

Competition for a new sc%uare and a new primary
school in Bisceglie (Bari

Competition for the haedquarters of teh Fundacion
Arquitectura Contemporanea in Cordoba (Spain)

Competition This is Tmorrow Fundacion Miguel
Fisac (Spain

Competition for the railway areas in Bari
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