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A NEW TASK FOR ARCHITECTURE

Arch. Antonio Esposito

I am grateful and glad to be the foreign
member for the third time in this jury for this
special and important prize. So many thanks to
everyone has organized, to each member of the
committee of the Chiba Award 2022. But mainly I
need to congratulate each student because of a so
high quality level of their works. We can reasonably
expect a very successful future as professionals for
all of them. Best wishes!

The issues that the projects have addressed,
testify that, all over the world, is taking place a
change of cultural paradigm that affects the
discipline of architectural and urban design. The
sensitivity of architectural schools around the
delicate relationship between Man and Environment
has changed a lot. This bodes well for a not too
distant future in which architecture will be thought
of in terms of mitigating the phenomena of
uncontrolled consumption of resources that human
activity produced after World War II.

Almost all the projects consider, with a suitable
feeling, some important aspects of the contemporary
life that my generation didn’ t consider as well as
the latter: environmental disasters, climate
changing, sustainability, circular economy,
landscape, etc. All competitors have achieved it not

only deeply feeling but also with very high quality.
They rediscover the delicate balances of tradition
without renouncing research on form, without
taking refuge in a comfortable passatisms. History
is interpreted as an ever-changing world of
references, not as a cozy shelter for moralists.

Some of them approach the problem of the control
and refurbishment of the urban landscape in the
most strident knots of the messy city. Others try to
define how it’ s possible re-think the identity of
the traditional culture and spirituality. Still others
approach several sides of ecological feeling from
different point of view: a stone and wood buildings
for facilities for slow travellers; how to save igune
economy villages; a village of traditional farming of
paper; an ecological oyster farming.

Among this high quality of thought and design, it
was not so easy to select only a few projects. At least
I have chosen some of them that - it seems to me -
show us to combine very well the consciousness of
the weakness of the contemporary world with good
skills in manage the architectural form.
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In the mountain village of Yaizu City, Shizuoka prefecture, The old Tokaido runs through the village and was used as an
important transportation hub during the Edo period. Today, many hikers visit the village where a trailbead is also located,
leaving behind remnants of old travelers. My site survey focuses on how there is no specific place for hikers to rest, and how the

commerce of the isolated village has been declining. My proposal is a base for hikers that makes use of the stone walls that

support the village landscape. Encounters with people and creatures through mountain climbing, and the feeling of hiking a
new trail can be experienced through the spaces composed from hot springs, restaurants, and accommodation buildings

scattered across the site. Hikers can share their experiences and memories, and also interact with the villagers learning about

the history of the area, so that The old Tokaido becomes a base for people and connects with other villages.
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Cities undergoing a rush of red tend to lose their individuality as they grow rapidly.
Shibnya has developed at "valley" complicated topography and has grown as diverse city mixed some cultures. However, recent redevelopment projects have
overcome the "valley", and the landscape is getting resemble other cities over the past few years.

In my proposal, the topography that affect to the current urban structure and culture is defined as the character of the place. I suggest that reorganized

diverse city into a "valley" based on the concept of "retrieving a valley in Shibuya".

) by planning the above- and belo
“Shibuya in terms of people, culture,

environment, disaster prevention, sportation.
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This urban project is in a 2.4-hectare space of densely popnlated residential area of Kita-Shinjukun. We propose the idea to
redesign this secluded space Every 5 years until its final completion in 2070.

This flexible redesigning method allows the space to adapt to its shifting nrban environment, fostering an inclusive vibrant
society of residents and neighboring communities.

The project aims to encourage human interactions and cultural exchange beyond its physical boundaries by accommodating

1o the desired architectural values overtime.
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Therefore, we chose to "cut off"" the buildings to be reconstructed
at the city planning line. The disconnection then revealed a
glimpse of new possibilities. In order to resist redevelopment
centered on this urban planning road, we thought it necessary to
imokitazawa's back street culture in the open and
‘disconnection" is a manipulation to

visualige the backstreetness on the surface, and the front and
back are loosely connected. Focusing on the act of "cutting” that
emerged in the wake of urban planning, we will perform varions

cutting operations on the city and its buildings.
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Urban planning roads sometimes have the power to destroy the structure of a city and drastically change the
surrounding environment. Today, due to such a powerful force, Shimokitazawa is losing its former town charm

and is approaching the homogenized nrban landscape that can be seen everywhere.
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1 researched Takachiho Town, Nishinsuki District, Miyazaki Prefecture, where I grew up, and experienced the climate,

history, and culture of Takachibo Town. Takachiho Town is also known as a place where many myths ————— T L ;

appear in “Nihon Shoki” and “Kojiki”. For that reason, 1 focused on “Takachibo Kagura” in P \ : I j | emm—
the mythical landscape and designed it. e i if3 i

The planned site was the canyon in the Iwato River basin, which is located | el Mt o | | e ‘ S —

between the Mitai area and the Iwato area, where a dance of

kagura are slightly different. Therefore, I'm designing a bridge that connects people, which is a stage where a wide
variety of kagura dances. The platform where Kagura dances, which is a bridge in the canyon that borders the two

regions, is a place where people and gods are connected and danced.
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A wooden bridge for a ritual dance across a canyon. It lets me think immediately to the several bridges of the ukiyo-e painters...

This project tries to define how we can re-think the identity of the traditional culture and spirituality.

The bridge connects two villages and offers in the middle a significant point of view of the canyon, a place to stay, a shrine for
meditation, a shelter for the “sudden shower” as Hiroshige represent, a place to dance the ritual Kagura, but mainly-I think - a
structure to descend in the middle of the void space: a really unique intuition!

The wooden beams of the structure and the stairs go down towards the river flow, slowly dancing themselves a kind of Kagura.

T hope one day to arrive in Takachiho and listen somebody saying to me: “You have to visit our fantastic Kagura bridge!
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Due to the concentration of people in
urban areas and the decrease in
intergenerational exchanges due to
the rapid declining birthrate and
aging population, blood ties and
fterritorial ties have diminished, and
it has come to be called an "unrelated
society." I think that people can
make new discoveries and enrich
their lives by talking, listening, and
interacting directly. 1 propose a
"third place" that allows you to
connect with others and daily use

and non daily nse .

The building will be constructed with curves in Utase, Mibama-ku, Chiba, where the population is increasing

due to development. Spaces with different shapes, sizes, and settings created between curves remind people of

varions ways of using them, such as gathering with a large number of people or spending time alone. And I

hope that people will feel free to spend their time and use it.
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Design purpose More than 40 years have passed since the beginning of
moving in Chiba City, and the generation that moved in at the same time has all
been aged, and social projects such as. the aging of buildings have occurred. Is occurring.
If these challenges are left behind, the decline in ents will exacerbate the living gronnd
reduce the attractiveness of the complex, and prevent new residents from outside the complex. To these

problem consciousnesses. we propose a space where the interaction between the elderly and the younger Hr B Lk
. 5 oo e . . . FaLd - FEEEAATETS QMR 0, BEC NS
generation is created by connectin evitalization of the residents through the r ation of the housing complex. - L EF cE I S THRRTES T AR ERT o
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So I proposed a place where many generations conld interact with the vacant house in the complex and the open space
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consisting of a meeting place outside and the promenade connecting it Plan new community spaces and activities for residents and it

improve the current environment. e
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ercfore, we propose a place for people living in a rationalized space to acquire ambiguous affordances and enjoy "placement". We considered providing a place in the form of a cafe so that you can experience it more
Th / le I tionalized 7 b d d "ple 1", We dered i /e h that t

easily. The proposal was designed with the concept of a cafe that incorporates the characteristics of a jungle gym where different scenes are created depending on the user.
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=" were once the original landscape of the Sendai Plain.

! wereindispensable for the life in those days, providing

to protect houses, building materials, firewood for

Sfuel, and fruits for food. Times have changed and the life that
depended on IGUNE was over. Now it is designated as a
preserved forest and they are just trying to protect the trees. As a
result, only the bad points, such as large shadows and large
amounts of fallen leaves, stand out. What is the best way to use
and preserve IGUNE today? This is a proposal for the future of
IGUNE. It focuses on the existing IGUNE farmers and
visnalizes the relationship between trees and life. We will collect
IGUNE products that remain in the Sendai Plain on this site,
and construct buildings that make the most of the existing main
building, storehonses, huts and IGUNE. And I hope that
IGUNE will continne to remain in the Sendai Plain with

understanding.
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Etajima City, Hiroshima Prefecture, has been activ

ed in oyster farming since ancient times, taking advantage of the calm waters.

However, in recent years, environmental pollution cansed by oyster farming has cansed damage to residents, such as the disposal of bamboo used

in gyster rafts in the open burning and the outflow of a large amonnt of plastic farming pipes to the sea. On the other hand, in the area, the

growth of bamboo has become a problem mainly in abandoned cultivated land.

BURTRAREFEH

Therefore, we propose a circulating oyster farming facility that uses bamboo, which is an unused resource in the region, as an oyster farming
material and returns it to the region again as a soil conditioner and weed control.

This plan will strengthen the relationship between oyster farmers and residents and will be a way to solve environmental problems and bamboo
damage in oyster farming. We will continue to cultivate sustainable oysters, protect the rich sea and mountain environment, and pass it on to the

next generation.
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Japan has many disasters, and every time a disaster occurs, we see many problems. will change the space, such as expanding the space and constructing temporary housing.
There are many problems with evacnation centers in particular, and varions measures have
been taken, but they are often inadequate. Victims will be forced to live in shelters until
reconstruction. immediately after the disaster.
For the problem of evacnation shelters, we think that variable architecture will make the

evacuation life comfortable, and propose architecture on the premise that the evacuees themselves

accomplishment by feeling the process of repairing what was lost due to a disaster.
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In this proposal, by preparing the elements of self-buildable temporary housing as a part of

the evacnation shelter, it is possible to create a living base at the pace of the evacuees

Creating a space with our own hands gives us a sense of security and a sense of
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Looking at the energetic appearance of the children makes me feel energetic. Running aronnd, chatting, drawing, reading, and so on, every day seems to be lively and enjoyable. However, a new type of coronavirns
has become epidemic, and children are free to prepare it. In addition, the GIGA school concept has made it possible for each person to have a computer or tablet, and there is no space available for children's
classrooms. The classroom is certainly a place to study, but more than half of the time I'm awake is at school. Even if you just build a place to study, the child will say, "It will be useless, but in order to generate

interest and interest, it is necessary to change the environment. Plan an elementary school with the classroom space removed.
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Can we imagine a world withont water? Water, the root of life, is recognized as if it

|
o . o . I jr i
exists infinitely on the earth, and it is absolutely indispensable for human life. From I I
this perspective, this project is a process of reconsidering the relationship between L | .o
humans and water, and the value of water, while incorporating it into architecture, ‘ e
I

and asking questions of society.
Teganuma Swamp, located in the northern part of Chiba Prefecture, has a negative

image in terms of water pollution, and this project was designed as a place where

peaple can experience the precionsness of water as a turning point.
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B

Through this architecture, two different types of spatiality, the beantiful water and v

the current state of water pollution, are contrasted and arranged to connect the new
value of "water" to the future. Through this architecture, we would like people to
think about people and nature, people and water.
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Let's look not only at earthquakes but also at floods.

HaaE - MRobxanm
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In recent years, abnormal weather has occurred el L LR [ S T e T e— - T ! Ll. i
i | eraana : _, ol 2 e

all over the world, and floods and storm surges / e T
bl L L N RE
. ey ST L S ¢ — - e L Sy o ™
that accompany it have become a problem. t ﬁ 1 e e T . T - P R | mrms v s s A AR e
However, a survey conducted by the Cabinet
T = Fi
Office revealed that the public's awareness of _ 2 Lo ]

= = GRS O ¥l ok
hazard maps is low. Ayt bt 12
Focusing on Edogawa Ward, Tokyo, the area is Ty Fram:

Slooded and requires wide-area evacuation in the
event of a flood. However, there are currently
only two bridges to move to higher ground, and
there is concern that heavy congestion will occur

during evacuation.

Therefore, we propose a "disaster mitigation

bridge" that connects the flooded area and the

bill. 1t will be a new flow line to evacnate to

high ground in the event of a disaster, and it will

be a space where people can learn about flood
damage and experience the nature of the Edo
River on a daily basis. The "disaster mitigation
bridge" will take root in the region and become
a symbol of the region that contributes to

"disaster mitigation."
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Higashi-Chichibn Village, located in the western
part of Saitama Prefecture, is the only village in
Saitama Prefecture that has long spun handmade
Japanese paper and sericulture with beantiful water.
Haomwever, due to the abundant water resources and
the difficulty of controlling them, the resonrce of
water is being taken negatively by land-specific
Sloods such as floods and flash floods. By creating an
architecture that combines the element of water and
the livelibood that has been practiced in

Higashichichibu, the negative side of water will be
wiped out, and the pressure of urbanization will
drive the visualization of the livelihood landscape
that is closed inside. The created architecture becomes
a vessel for accepting liveliboods, and the visualized
livelibood landscape becomes a pride of the region.

Proposal of facilities as a base to connect the

beauntiful waterscape and livelihood landscape of

Chichibu, my hometown.
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Wit regard to children in recent years, it has been pointed out that they are not good
at interacting with others, their motor skills are declining, and their self-defeating
thoughts are increasing. We also noticed that there are many playgrounds where
children seemed to enjoy themselves, but their parents felt tired. Since children feel
more enjoyment when they play together with their parents, we thought it necessary to
create a space where parents can also enjoy themselves. In the proposed facility, we
enlarged the building of the eating space and the playground equipment by combining
them, so that adults would not feel uncomfortable playing there. This building

creates a sense of three-dimensionality in the play and movement of the children, and
also allows them to take a rest in the shade or inside the building on hot or windy
days. In addition, we scattered elements to help children acquire the skills they want
1o develop together with their parents.
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The liveliness there is called "SAKARIBA" and has developed as a base for people’s lives, and it still conveys its remnants
mainly in the basement of New Shimbashi Building and Shimbashi Ekimae Building. However, the area including these two

buildings is currently designated as a special nrban regeneration gone.

In the process of changing the city of
Shimbashi, there was a system that
was easy to metabolize at the Tekiya
in the black market after the war. A
system that can be easily constructed
and whose form can be easily changed
is easy to adapl to any era, and its
outer shell is what makes Shimbashi
unique | lively. In a peace-filled city,
we will re-establish a red-light
district in a place close to everyday
life and propose a "SATOYAMA"

to inberit.
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Competition for the new Siena stadium.

Competition for the south-east coast in Bari

Competition for Liberta sq. in Cesena

Project Financing for the new Monopoli town hall

==

Free access to the beach and bathing facilities in
Monopoli

Plaza Bicentenario in Tlaxcoaque area in Mexico City

Competition for a new square and a new primary
school in Bisceglie (Bari)

Competition for the haedquarters of ten Fundacion
Arquitectura Contemporanea in Cordoba (Spain)

Competition This is Tmorrovv Fundacion Miguel
Fisac (Spain)

—

railway areas in Bari

Competition for the
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